A PKEFATOBY NOTE
more frequent forty or fifty years ago than they are now. The actor of the old school, as he is commonly called, was an actor thoroughly grounded in his profession, trained by experience, equipped at all points, able to do many things well and some things brilliantly, and, whatever may have been his defects, solid and stable in character, moderate in self-confidence, and usually modest in the conduct of life. To that type of actor the influences of the older time were tributary, for it was a time of more staid ideas and more ceremonious manners than are now prevalent, a time of far less fever and of far more repose. Mr. Stoddart, to those observers whose fortune it has been to view the stage from the inside, has ever been conspicuous for unpretending worth, unfailing geniality, sweetness of temperament, gentleness of bearing, probity of conduct, and patient and thorough performance of duty. His congenital inheritance was fortunate, and his early surroundings favored the development of such a character; for the stage in Scot-xiixr viiing1033\fs22 they will be interested with me in taking \expndtw2 a retrospective view of bygone days.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qj\li7\fi205\ri0\sb0\sa0\sl-241\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw2\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs22 The old times, the many brilliant com\-\expndtw1 rades who have left nie behind, must ever \expndtw3 hold the first place in my recollections.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\ql\li263\fi0\ri0\sb126\sa0\sl-202\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw1\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Time but the impression stronger makes, \expndtw2 Aa streams their channels deeper wear.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qc\li115\fi0\ri0\sb4586\sa0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 255}\par }nd whether good, bad, or indiffer\-\expndtw1 ent parts have been my portion have ever \expndtw2 tried to serve the public to the best of my \expndtw6 ability.   And it is this thought of being \expndtw2 " all righ twith the public," the kind con\-\expndtw-2 sideration and indulgence on its part under \expndtw0 all circumstances, ever lenient toward my \expndtw4 faults and quick to show appreciation of any merit I might possess, that has been \expndtw1 my main support during a long career.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat8\qr\li2419\fi0\ri130\sb0\sa0\sl-241\slmult0 \f1\fs20{\b0\i0\cf1\charscalex100\expndtw6\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs23 In conclusion, I trust that the theater\-\expndtw-6 goer of to-day, as well as the younger mem\-\expndtw-5 bers of my profession, will not regard these \expndtw-3 pages as altogether without value, and that \expndtw-12 254}\par \pard \plain \li0\ri4975\sb1933\sa0{\pict\wmetafile8\picw3213\pich1504\picwgoal1821\pichgoal853
